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Against the causes of hunger, unemployment and child slavery
 “Thou Shalt Not Kill,” God 

The Christian Cultural Movement is an association 
of laypeople within the Catholic Church, whose existence is 
rooted in the history of liberation of the poor in Spain in the 
twentieth centuryIts origins lie in the inherited apostolate of 
the workers’ movement of the 40s, led by Guillermo Rovirosa 
and Thomas Malagón. The incarnation spirituality and 
missionary experience of faith crystallized in the promotion 
of militant socialist groups around the HOAC: Hermandad 
Obrera de Acción Católica (Workers’ Brotherhood for Catholic 
Action). Its axis was fidelity to Christ, the Church and the Poor. 
Inheriting ZYX Publishing House, the HOAC served society 
for sixty years, advocating for self-management, a caring and 
supportive culture and universality. In its efforts, it formed a 
new generation of militant supporters.

After the crisis of the lay apostolate, instigated by 
supporters of Franco in the sixties, and the pro-Marxists in the 
seventies, the HOAC became conscious that at the end of the 
seventies the poor of the Earth were not the European working 
class. It was then that impoverished Christian non-violent 

militants launched the Christian Cultural Movement.

The new situation required a new mind-set. The political causes that generated structural poverty, 
embodied in hunger, unemployment and child slavery,c ould not be responded with local activism, handouts 
or by ignoring the situation, as this would only perpetuate the social malaise. There was eagerness to 
build upon political charity, commitment of the laity, love for our neighbour and for all Mankind through 
institutional political love.

In reply to this eagerness for a caring and supportive society, Over the years, the Christian Cultural 
Movement launched collective actions under the banner Campaign for North-South Justice.  This is the 
Movement’s response to increasing poverty and a militancy crisis.  

The campaign started off with the first manifesto addressed to the Spanish people in 1988.  Its title 
was Contra el Robo del Norte al Sur (Against the North’s Plunder of the South). The manifesto outlined 
future actions and reaffirmed that the majority of humankind is being crushed by provoked hunger, poverty, 
illiteracy and wars.  In addition, it denounced the existence of established misappropriation mechanisms 

1. Campaign Movimiento Cultural Cristiano for 
Justice in North-South Relations

Archbishop of Burgos (Spain), leading a silent march against 
war.

“Thou Shalt Not Kill”, God
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within trade relations, the financial structures and the technological monopoly of the North. 

The first manifesto was signed by hundreds of associations, groups and families throughout Spain, 
Europe, Africa and America.  Its launch was parallel to the second social encyclical of John Paul II, Sollicitiudo 
Rei Socialis, where the Pope bluntly denounced imperialism crime and the structures of sin.

Alongside the manifestos addressed to public opinion, the Christian Cultural Movement developed a 
strong activity on all fronts. In particular, in the cultural field, it launched an awareness campaign; distributed 
information packages, books and videos; delivered presentations on the North-South drama; organized 
cultural events in secondary schools, universities, associations and roundtables; carried out actions in the 
street, such as marches, exhibitions and performances; 
promoted youth camps and family gatherings, etc. The 
Movement has never received any official funding or grants. 
It has been self-sufficient, non-dependent and has relied on 
its members’ non-profitable work and their own hard efforts.

Financially, a restitution collection was launched for 
the sole purpose of returning monies originally stolen from 
the impoverished. When the enriched give to charity, we 
are not giving away anything, we are just giving back a tiny 
proportion of what we have seized. The experience of the 
campaign has encouraged many people to implement caring 
and supportive initiatives within their professional circle, 
creating thus new opportunities serving one aim. 

Thanks to the campaign, further social actors were 
mobilized, with the creation of militant groups, academic 
associations, youth and family groups, etc.

During electoral times, the political campaign 
consisted in urging people to cast a blank vote to put pressure 
on political parties so that they included the plight of the poor 
as a priority in their manifestos.

From the beginning, the Movement campaigned against the causes of hunger making these 
denunciations public. At the time, no one had yet taken such a bold step.  The Christmas season was chosen 
for its excessive and aggressive advertising, its consumerism, and its disregard for the hungry. The first 
portrait of the now emblematic hungry girl became common in our walls over Christmas and throughout 
Spain, announcing Christmas Marches against the Causes of Hunger. More than 30 dioceses masses for 
“Justice in North-South Relations” headed by the pastor of the local church were held in many cities.

The key objective of the campaign is to seek public support that can generate liberating moral 
pressure on the institutions and structures that govern the world. The very positive contribution of our 
campaign in the street has been stating that fight against hunger must address and combat its causes, that 
is, the institutions and structures of transnational imperialism.  This fight has to be a genuine desire to build 
Society as opposed to the State. Only a free society, with its own instruments, analysis and awareness, would 
inflict upon its members a genuine movement for the liberation of the impoverished. The Movement focuses 
on one of the most heated issues generated by the campaign for Justice in North-South Relations: the aid 
from North to South. 

http://solidaridad.net/descargas/index.php/justicia-norte-sur-cuaderno/detail.html
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The position of the Christian Cultural Movement 
has been very clear from the beginning: the genuine 
solidarity that we can and must express here in the 
North is nothing but stopping the machinery of hunger. 
When some young Europeans expressed a wish to visit 
the Third World, Brazilian Bishop Dom Helder Camara 
told them that the cause of poverty lay in their countries, 
and he encouraged them to fight from their homeland. 
Hunger must be confronted: hunger is a business, and 
we must expose the guilty and the myths that have 
been thrown at us insistently: overpopulation, lack of 
food, drought, etc.  The mechanisms of the external 
debt, trade and the monopoly of technology have 
forced the South to be the permanent financial source 
for the North.

One of the initiatives that was first launched was 
Voice of the Voiceless Publishing House, a platform that 
represents a revolutionary novelty in the publishing 
scene: a radical service to truth and independence, 
real pluralism, poor means of production, non-profit 
work and distribution, 500% below market prices...” Still at present, the book is a tool of utmost 
importance in peoples’ culture, which must be treated as such and not as a business tool. Among 
our editions, strong accent should be placed on “Autogestión” (Self-management) and “Id y 
Evangelizad” (Go and Evangelize) bimonthly magazines.

Every year, in the context of Malagon-Rovirosa Summer Sessions, organized by the Christian 
Cultural Movement, the phenomena of the modern world are studied thoroughly in courses that 
last several days. Outstanding thinkers, University professors, political authorities, prominent 
characters of the Spanish and Latin-American Church, among others, have participated in them.

As a result of this continuous debate, exchange of ideas and dynamism, new challenges and 
messages to be transmitted to society have been included in the Campaign. We must highlight 
the incorporation of unemployment and the implementation of initiatives against the causes of 
this villainy, which affects 1.6 billion people in the world. In 2000, the slogan: “You Shall Not 
Kill” is added to the motto of the Campaign as a unifying statement (for Justice in North-South 
Relations: You Shall Not Kill). This meant to expose other many crimes against Humanity, such as 
terrorism, war, death penalty, abortion, euthanasia...

In addition, as a result of our missionary spirit, since many years ago, the Campaign has 
been present among the impoverished of the Earth in Latin America, specifically in Venezuela, in 
close collaboration with the Diocesan Church.

Julián Gómez del Castillo and Dom Helder Cámara
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On 16 April 1995 the 12-year-old boy Iqbal Masih was murdered. A Christian, in a Muslim majority 
country like Pakistan, and a slave from the age of 4, he had closed down several slave factories. He had fought 
against the textile mafias together with others and he had denounced the complicity of the rich countries 
in Boston and Stockholm. That led to his death sentence. His murder brought back to world headlines a 
problem which was thought to have been abolished decades before: the enslavement of millions of children.

From that date child slavery became a priority in the campaign of the Christian Cultural Movement, 
and it marked the beginning of a huge wave of solidarity with child slaves. Although the Campaign is annual 
and permanent, most of the effort is made around the 16th of April, a date that has been claimed as the 
World Day against Child Slavery right from the start. Just like May 1st began as a day of solidarity with the 
martyred workers of Chicago, we have always claimed April 16th and the figure of Iqbal Masih to symbolize 
the date when millions of slave children would be liberated.

In these eighteen years of struggle we have staged public events each April 16th in more than 30 
cities. In them we have named and blamed business and companies that make profits thanks to the sweat 
and blood of children, we have accused political leaders, and have made calls to trade unions.

 There have been rallies outside the ILO headquarters, government buildings, City Halls… There have 
been street theatre performances, hundreds of talks, round-table discussions, video forums, children’s art 
competitions, wall murals, concerts, poetry recitals, exhibitions in the street and in civic centers, holiday 
youth work camps. Thousands of books, videos, educational kits, stickers, t-shirts, bookmarks…

2. Eighteen years of campaign 
against child slavery
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Catalonia, Galicia, the Canary Islands, Andalusia, and Castilla and Leon have witnessed non-violent 
fight against child slavery: children and youngsters carrying out actions in the streets and in shopping centers, 
in stores like El Corte Inglés, in Carrefour, McDonald’s, Zara and Ikea…” Creativity has had no limits: walking 
barefoot with signs denouncing: “Nike exploits children”; attaching stickers saying: “Made by child slaves” to 
garments or putting them inside their pockets; giving out leaflets condemning child slavery during the sales; 
parading with banners in front of stores; walking in chains as slaves in shopping malls… Actions done in order 
to disrupt the atmosphere of these “temples” and to bring child slaves to light.

All over Spain and in Ciudad Guayana (Venezuela), workshops, didactic units and catechesis have 
been held in parishes, schools and associations. 
Different groups of educators are now well-
versed in working with children and young 
people: videos, games, role-plays, and varied 
materials… have brought Iqbal and child slaves 
to the limelight. The campaign has even had 
an impact on young adult literature and in the 
study plans of certain subjects. Thus we can find 
references to Iqbal in the textbooks of certain 
publishers, such as SM, Bruno or Edelvives.  

 We would like to mention the 
introduction written by the author of the book 

“The Story of Iqbal“, (El Barco de Vapor editions), recognizing that he wrote the 
book after seeing a few posters of Iqbal in the street: I had read an article about 
this Pakistani child in a newspaper a few years ago. The journalist defined him 
as a small Spartacus. It made me think that, in a different time, Iqbal would 
have become a symbol, and his picture might have been found on T-shirts. And 
the next day nobody would have talked about him. A year ago I saw his name 
on a poster signboard pasted on a wall. I admit that I had forgotten about 
him, as I do with many other harrowing stories which shock me daily. Perhaps 
because there are too many of them and they are too appalling. Our memory 
flags. It seems to me that both the collective and the individual memory are 
becoming increasingly lazy, unfocused. Therefore, “The story of Iqbal” is a 
testimony, a modest contribution that aims to strengthen our memory”.

Similarly, the sports commentator, Angel María de Pablos, after 
learning about the life of Iqbal from some posters in Valladolid (Spain), wrote 
and published a book of poems in solidarity with child slaves, “Los Niños 
del Basurero y Otros Lamentos” –Voice of the Voiceless Publishing House– 

(“Editorial Voz de los sin Voz”). All the profits went to the fight against child slavery.

The impact of the campaign can be seen in several books. Pilar Rahola, in a book published by 
Intermon-Oxfam, speaks of the “April 16th World Day against Child Slavery” as a world-wide campaign, but 
shuns the fact that those behind it are Christians; thus revealing the mixture of anti-religious sectarianism 
and complex, which are part and parcel of the so-called progressive people. Similarly, the trade Union 
“Comisiones Obreras” has published Iqbal Masih’s life as a comic, but made no mention of the Campaign 
led by the Christian Cultural Movement.  Authors of young adult literature, such as J. Serra, in his book: “La 
Música del Viento”, manipulate the struggle of Iqbal Masih, presenting it as a watered-down soppy story. 
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Later, in 2005 and 2007 other publishers have brought out two other books on the figure of Iqbal; one of 
them is a book to learn English.

Posters can be seen throughout Spain: tens of thousands of posters of Iqbal Masih have been put up 
each year; as well as many smaller ones with his face and name announcing actions… Thousands of stickers, 
leaflets, books, and press releases.

The institutional experience that stands out the most is a Motion declaring April 16th as the 
International Day against Child Slavery, which has been signed by more than 60 City Halls: Almeria, Avilés, 
Barcelona, Badalona, Burgos, Coria del Rio, Córdoba, Gijón, Oviedo, Valladolid, Vitoria, Úbeda, Santander, 
Pamplona, Santa Lucia de Tirajana, Cabildos de Gran Canaria, Fuerteventura… 

In Vitoria, three municipalities of Gran Canaria (Santa Lucia, San Mateo and Telde) and Córdoba, 
sculptures have been erected in commemoration of Iqbal Masih. Almeria has 
named a street after Iqbal. Santiago de Compostela has had an Iqbal Masih 
Square since 2012. In addition, in 2013 Iqbal Masih Park was opened in Ingenio 
(Gran Canaria). The regional parliaments of Catalonia, Madrid, La Rioja and 
Andalusia have signed statements supporting April 16th as the World Day 

against Child Slavery.. Councils 
already have similar plans in 
their agenda: streets, schools, 
child-care centers, law firms, 
associations… with the name of 
Iqbal Masih throughout Spain.

We have collected 
thousands of signatures against 
the causes of child slavery. The 
children’s Ombudsman, Javier 
Urra, has publicly supported the 
demand.

Several dioceses have already included the date of April 16th in their diocesan calendar, as well as 
many catholic magazines (Mundo Negro, Misión Abierta, Javerianos, Sagrados Corazones, Alfa y Omega, 
Gesto Misionero, Antena Misionera, Aguiluchos, Noticias Obreras de la HOAC, Alba, Agenda Escolar Ignaciana, 
Familia Trinitaria). Catholic press agencies, Zenit, Fides, and the Vatican Radio, and agencies in Spain and 
Latin America have given voice to the Campaign. The Spanish CONFER published a statement in 2012 where 
they recognize the figure of Iqbal Masih and support the Declaration of April 16th as the International Day 
against Child Slavery.
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In 2012 and 2013 almost all the media in Spain recognized, and proclaimed in their headlines, April 
16th as the World Day against Child Slavery. Thousands of webs, blogs and social networks echoed this. 
The Spanish TV channels: TVE, ABC, Telecinco, and the press News Agency EFE mentioned the 400 million 
children slaves on this day. The Christian Cultural Movement has placed child slavery in the spotlight. The 
media has been unable to silence the Campaign. Hundreds of pieces of news, opinion articles, letters to the 
editor. The words “child slaves” turn up thousands of times in the press, radios, and televisions; sometimes 
presented in a distorted way that conceals the roots of the problem.

The magazine Autogestión (Self-management) has spoken out against the plight of child slaves. In 
this magazine they have been the protagonists of many opinion articles and news, editorials and covers, 

articles on child slaves, solidarity news of non-violent militant actions 
carried out by children and young people… Its section Child Slavery 
has become a reference to anyone who is interested in the situation of 
child slaves worldwide.

We hear about campaigns, research and 
events related to child slavery in countries such 

as France, UK, USA, Sweden and and Canada. In general, rich countries confine 
themselves to raising funds. However, there have also been some interesting 
campaigns denouncing slavery. IQBAL Masih’s Association of Sicily, (Italy), for example, 
has been fighting against child slavery and has kept the memory of IQBAL alive since 
1995. Among other actions, they march through the streets, celebrate festivals and 
carry out performances. The youngsters are the protagonists of these events because, 
like Iqbal, they wish to publicize the scourge of child slavery. In 2005, the Italian 
broadcaster RAI produced the film Iqbal Masih. In Italy, France, Spain and Venezuela 
there are schools that bear the name of Iqbal Masih. 

http://solidaridad.net/descargas/index.php/revista-autogestion/detail.html
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The www.solidaridad.net website is a reference in terms of child slavery. Also, www.solidaridad.
net/iqbal page compiles all the information around Iqbal: photographs, videos, audio, Iqbal’s life and the 
campaigns that are organized worldwide. In the year 2,000 only 10 webs spoke of child slavery, in 2004 the 
figure rose to almost 4,000, and 1,500 of them linked the term child slave to the Christian Cultural Movement 
or www.solidaridad.net .

The birth of the industrial society gave rise to solidarity organizations that in their day beckoned hope 
and shone with light of their own. Today, however, very few people grab the torch of utopia. The crisis of the 
Left is terminal because it has utterly betrayed solidarity and it no longer brings hope to the oppressed. But 
associations of free men and women who make solidarity their raison d’être are more necessary than ever. 
For this reason, the April 16th Campaign is imperative, because it does not just denounce the drama of the 
impoverished, but it essentially aims to give hope of those who fight and to encourage them to find the very 
meaning of life in real solidarity with the impoverished of the Earth.

As the Church and the Labour Movement 
have taught us: “Solidarity is sharing what we 
need to live “.

In 2014 a Solidarity March has been 
convened: a March with Solidarity Youth Path 
at the forefront. Solidarity Youth Path members 
are the youngsters of the Christian Cultural 
Movement; they have the following motto:”The 
world in which we live, this world of hungry... 
this world of oppressed... this world of slaves ... 
can only be changed through Solidarity.” A march 
against the causes of child slavery.

http://www.solidaridad.net
http://www.solidaridad.net/iqbal
http://www.solidaridad.net/iqbal
http://www.solidaridad.net
http://www.solidaridad.net/seccion/24/esclavitud-infantil
http://marchaporlasolidaridad2014.blogspot.com.es/p/marcha-2014.html
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On April 16th 1995, Easter Sunday, Iqbal Masih was assassinated. In memory of Iqbal, symbol of the 
400 million child slaves, we vindicate April 16th as International Day Against Child Slavery.

Iqbal was a 12-year-old Pakistani boy, a Catholic in a Muslim majority country. He worked as a slave 
child from the age of 4 for local textile mafias.

Along with other children who were trade unionists, he achieved his freedom and began an associated 
struggle to release millions of child slaves worldwide. This gave him international recognition, and thus he 
spoke before parliaments and universities in North America and Europe, denouncing the responsibility that 
the inhabitants of the North have for the misery of children in the South.

When he received an award in Boston he said he would not use the money to build a dinning-hall but 
to build a school. His intention was to become a lawyer and continue the struggle for the rights of children.

Such an affront to the mafia could not be forgiven, and on his return, he was assassinated on Easter 
Sunday 1995. His death revealed to the world the plight of more than 400 million children living under 
diverse forms of slavery.

Eighteen years later, 
the torch lit by the little 
fighter is being taken up 
worldwide and events and 
initiatives to abolish child 
slavery and to have April 16th 
declared as International 
Day Against Child Slavery 
spring up everywhere.

The Pakistani textile 
mafia murdered him at 
age 12 because he had 
denounced them abroad 
“Do not buy carpets made 
by child slaves!” he said in 
Boston when he received an 
award for this fight.

He laid down his life 
for exposing the causes of 
this crime.

3. Iqbal Masih’s life 
Why April 16th?

http://www.solidaridad.net/iqbal/
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http://marchaporlasolidaridad2014.blogspot.com.es/
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4. Graphic dossier and news articles

http://marchaporlasolidaridad2014.blogspot.com.es/
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http://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/piden-declarar-dia-contra-la-esclavitud-infantil-en-memoria-de-nino-catolico/
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http://www.eldiariomontanes.es/20120414/local/santander/varios-organizaciones-denuncian-ninos-201204142129.html
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http://www.eldiariomontanes.es/20120414/local/santander/varios-organizaciones-denuncian-ninos-201204142129.html
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GGtuTreJdI
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Mapa web | RSS | Contacta | Accesibilidad | Política de privacidad | Nota legal     Atención al estudiante

 INICIO  »  UNED TV  »  Recursos educativos  »  Día Internacional Contra la Esclavitud Infantil: 16 de abril

 Powered by PumuKIT PRO V 1.70

Día Internacional Contra la Esclavitud Infantil: 16 de abril

23.15MB

206.59kB

Programa TV: Noticia - El 16 de Abril de 1995 fue martirizado el niño
cristiano paquistaní Iqbal Masih. Las mafias textiles de Pakistán le
asesinaron a los 12 años porque las denunció internacionalmente. No
compréis alfombras hechas por niños esclavos. En memoria de este
niño, se celebra ya en diferentes países el 16 de Abril como Día
Internacional contra la Esclavitud Infantil

Descargar este vídeo

1366958785394.pdf (5625)

Ciencias Jurídicas y Derecho Ciencias Políticas

Sociología política Derechos humanos

26/04/2013
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URL:
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¿Nuevos derechos
humanos para la
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Derechos humanos
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http://canal.uned.es/mmobj/index/id/13732

<iframe src="http://canal.uned.es/mmobj/iframe/id/13732" style="border:0px #FFFFFF none;" scrolling="no" frameborder="1" height="270" width="480" allowfullscreen webkitallowfullscreen></iframe>

http://www.europapress.es/aragon/noticia-movimiento-cultural-cristiano-aragon-protestara-zaragoza-contra-esclavitud-infantil-mundo-20090414095231.html
http://es.radiovaticana.va/storico/2009/04/16/d%EDa_mundial_contra_la_esclavitud_infantil/spa-280687
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIiwGAZOcDY
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http://es.radiovaticana.va/news/2013/04/15/previsiones_de_la_semana/spa-682916
http://www.telecinco.es/informativos/sociedad/Movimiento-Cultural-Cristiano-esclavitud-infantil_0_1588650499.html
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http://www.diocesisdecordoba.com/noticias/dia-internacional-contra-la-esclavitud-infantil/
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http://www.infosureste.es/el-pleno-de-santa-lucia-muestra-su-rechazo-unanime-a-la-esclavitud-infantil
http://lavozdetenerife.com/not/13554/el_ayuntamiento_aprueba_un_manifiesto_contra_la_esclavitud_infantil_
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http://issuu.com/antena_misionera/docs/mayo2013/22
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http://galiciasolidaria.blogspot.com.es/2012/04/discurso-do-movemento-cultural-cristian.html
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http://navarraysolidaridad.blogspot.com.es/2013/04/13-de-abril-jornada-solidaria-contra-la.html
http://cantabriasolidaria.blogspot.com.es/2013/04/actos-en-cantabria-contra-la-esclavitud.html
http://aragonsolidario.blogspot.com.es/2013/04/conmemoracion-del-dia-mundial-contra-la.html
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http://aragonsolidario.blogspot.com.es/2013/04/conmemoracion-del-dia-mundial-contra-la.html
http://galiciasolidaria.blogspot.com.es/2013/04/galeria-de-fotos-do-16-de-abril-en.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=145874398927600&set=vb.100005151213497&type=3&theater
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Avda. Monforte de Lemos, 162 – 28029 MADRID  www.solidaridad.net 

CHILD SLAVERY: 
CHILDREN’S GENOCIDE 

 Christian Cultural    Internationalist         Solidarity         Movement          Self-management      Youth Path                                             and Solidarity                 
 
Currently, there are over 400 million enslaved children in the world. 
They are exploited and forced into the labour market. 

Child soldiers 
Sexually exploited children 

Children murdered for their organs 
Children working in slavery conditions… 

By depriving them of  what is natural in their childhood, 
like playing and receiving an education, they are being deprived of  life. 

It is child slavery, not child labor 
According to the ILO, this global crime is on the rise in number and cruelty. 

The CAUSES of this crime are: 

1. A radically unfair International economic system: huge multinational companies and a world 
financial system that seek to obtain the highest profit at any cost and do not refrain from using 
child slavery. 

2. A political system, including international organizations such as UN, UNICEF, IMF, etc., and 
parliamentary political parties like those in Spain, which legitimize the situation and do nothing 
to put an end to this crime 

3. Unions of enriched countries that have betrayed their historical fight for solidarity. By 
remaining silent in the face of child slavery, they are exposing their complicity and lack of 
solidarity with impoverished workers. 

4. A first world society, enriched and eager to consume, that turns a blind eye to this barbarity 
from which it profits by buying goods made by child slave labor.  

“NO to a World of Enslaved and Unemployed People” 
400 Million Child Slaves: Political and Union Trade Crime 

We Propose: 
 A boycott against any product manufactured under slavery conditions. 
 Not voting for political parties that do not have an explicit commitment and proposals to fight 

this crime. 
 Publicly denouncing the conscience manipulation by the Media that conceals all the 

dimensions of this problem. 
 Publicly denouncing the causes of child slavery through non-violent protest in the streets, 

hereby lending our voices to the voiceless. Unemployment and child slavery stem from same 
causes and, therefore, have same solutions.  

 
16th of April 

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST CHILD SLAVERY 
On the 16th of  April, 1995, a 12 year old Christian Pakistani boy named Iqbal Masih, who 

had been sold into bonded labour at the age of  4, was murdered by the carpet mafia after he dared 
to tell the world: “Do not buy carpets made by slave children”. He was awarded a prize in Boston 
for his solidarity fight. 

A slave since the age of  4, he laid down his life to condemn the causes of  this crime.
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Avda. Monforte de Lemos, 162 – 28029 MADRID  www.solidaridad.net 

 MOTION PROPOSAL ________________ from _____________ 
 
Christian Cultural Movement, Solidarity Youth Path and the political party SAIn 
 
PROPOSE that the honorable ________________ should agree on their plenary: 
 
FIRST 
- to support all the initiatives which seek to publicly denounce child slavery and raise awareness 

of reality. 
- to have a street named after Iqbal Masih or a square with his statue 
- to include Iqbal Masih’s story and the current situation of worldwide slavery endured by 400 

million children in school curricula. 
 
SECOND 
- to support the declaration of 16th April as the International Day against Child Slavery in 

remembrance of Iqbal Masih, a former child slave who fought for justice in the Bonded Labour 
Liberation Front of Pakistan, to close factories where children were exploited. His example 
spread internationally and he received awards in Stockholm and Boston. He used the money 
from these awards to open a school. He was murdered by the “carpet mafia” on 16th April 1995. 

 
THIRD 
- To pronounce before the governments of ____________, Spain and the European Union that 

fair trade is not possible in this current imperialism. To demand an institutional change in 
international trade and ban products made by slave children from Europe. To shut down and 
penalize companies exploiting children either directly or in outsourced companies. To 
internationally legislate and promote the dignity of work for adults, under conditions and with 
pay that enable people to support their families. 

 
FOURTH 
- To request of the ILO that 16th April be set as the International Day against Child Slavery. To 

demand that necessary measures be taken in order to effectively abolish child slavery and 
unemployment, which have the same causes and, therefore, same solutions. 

 
If you are interested in receiving further information or materials, you can contact us at the address 
below. 
 
We look forward to your commitment to putting an end to this situation. 
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